22:1, reporting the sacrifice of Isaac:
“lifted eyes and saw one ram.” This phrase
is used only in these two texts in the whole
Bible. This connection is all the more
interesting in Daniel’s context for the Day
of Atonement is central in this particular
chapter (see article on “Kippur and
Creation,” pages 20-22). This connection
with the Day of Atonement is further
confirmed in Daniel 10:5 where the same
phrase is used again, but the word “the
ram” has there been replaced by “the man”
referring to a heavenly Being dressed as
the High Priest in service during the Day
of Atonement.

Kippur

and the Akedah

By Jacques B. Doukhan
Editor, Shabbat Shalom

B

oth the Bible and Jewish tradition attest
to a significant connection between the
story of the Akedah, the sacrifice of Isaac,
and Kippur, the Day of Atonement. This
connection is already sounded through terminological
links between the two biblical key texts which record
the two experiences, namely Genesis 22 and Leviticus
16. The same association of words “burnt offering”,
“ram” and “see” is present in both texts (Genesis
22:13-14, cf. Leviticus 16:1-3).
The book of Daniel alludes to that connection.
When Daniel 8:3 reports the first step of his
prophetic vision, he uses the same phrase as Genesis
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Jewish tradition, consistently reminds us
of this connection, especially at the time
of the Day of Atonement. Indeed when
the shofar, the ram’s horn, is sounded,
we remember the horn of the ram which
saved the Messiah, His descendant, and
through Him saved all of us. As the rabbis
of the Talmud recall: “Why is the ram’s
horn used?” asks God, “So that I might
remember in your behalf the Akedah of
Isaac son of Abraham” (Talmud Babli,
Rosh Hashanah, 16a). Another Midrash
puts the blowing of the shofar in a cosmic
perspective, the final redemption of
mankind, on the basis of the reference to
the prophecy of Daniel 7: “Throughout
that day [on Mount Moriah], Abraham

When the shofar,the ram’s horn,is sounded,we
remember the horn of the ram which saved
the Messiah, His descendant, and through
Him saved all of us.
saw the ram become entangled in a bush, break
lose, and go free; then again become entangled in a
thicket, break lose, and go free. The Holy one said,
‘Abraham, even so will your children be entangled
in many kinds of sin and trapped within successive
kingdoms that is from Babylon to Media to Greece
to Edom (Cf. Daniel 7)’. Abraham asked, ‘Master
of the universe, will it be forever thus?’ God replied,
‘In the time of the end they will be redeemed at [the
sound of] the horns of this ram’ (cf. Zech. 9:14).”

“The First Kippur”
After the Ten Commandments were given to Israel on Shabuot (the feast of Weeks), Moses
ascended Mount Sinai and remained there forty days to receive the Tablets. He descended
on the 17th of Tamuz, and broke the Tablets because the people worshipped the Golden Calf.
For forty days Moses set up his tent beyond the camp of Israel, and the people mourned.
On the first day of Elul, Moses ascended the mountain again to receive the second Tablets.
During this period the Hebrews fasted daily from sunrise to sunset. On the fortieth day they
fasted from sunset to sunset. This day was the 10th of Tishri. The Hebrews wept when they
went forth to meet Moses in the morning; and he wept when he beheld their repentance.
Then God said: “Your repentance is accepted, and this day will remain the Kippur, the Day
of Atonement throughout all generations” (Tanna Eliahu Zuta, 4.).
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